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Sftoratum of ttft SC! itgo an& 
^eptperiia 

A pageant nf tlf* Natinitg 



. ®rier of tty* Pageant 

>hb Choir occupies the loft at the rear of the church. 
Church-School Children enter by classes, the 
organist meanwhile playing soft music. 

An Angel appears in each of the two side-aisles 
at the front, and lights the candles in the windows. Each 
carries in one hand a large (two-foot) lighted candle, twined 
with smilax, and in the other a wax taper with which to do 
the lighting. They move from front to rear, from window 
to window, meet, pass up the central aisle and out. All 
lights, except those for the choir, are turned off before the 
last candle is lighted. 


The Minister enters, followed by two angels with 
lighted candles, and goes to the reading-desk. The angels 
stand on either side to give him light while he reads — 


®lp Sirtiy nf Irsua > 

(LUKE 2 : 1-20) 


l 

4 


f-\OW it came to pass in those days, there went out a 
JLr decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should 
be enrolled. This was the first enrolment made when 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 


1 The Bible text used in this Pageant is taken from the American Stand- 
ard Edition of the Revised Bible, copyright, 1901, by Thomas A. Nelson & 
Sons, and is used by permission. 
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And aU went to enrol themselves, every one to his own 
city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city 
of Nazareth, into Judma, to the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David; 
to enrol himself with Mary, who was betrothed to him, being 
great with child. And it came to pass, while they were there, 
the days were fulfilled that she should be delivered. And she 
brought forth her firstborn son; and she wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no room for them in the inn. 

And there were shepherds in the same country abiding in 
the field, and keeping watch by night over their flock. And an 
angel of the Lord stood by them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And 
the angel said unto them, Be not afraid; for behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy which shall be to all the people: 
for there is bom to you this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
who is Christ the Lord. And this is the sign unto you: Ye 
shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, and lying in a 
manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 

Glory to God in the highest, 

And on earth peace among men 
In whom he is well pleased. 

And it came to pass, when the angels went away from them 
into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go 
even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing that is come to pass, 
which the Lord hath made known unto us. And they came 
with haste, and found both Mary and Joseph, and the babe 
lying in the manger. And when they saw it, they made 
known concerning the saying which was spoken to them about 
this child. And all that heard it wondered at the things 
which were spoken unto them by the shepherds. But Mary 
kept all these sayings, pondering them in her heart And the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the 
things that they had heard and seen, even as it was spoken 
unto them. 
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Hiatt of % Magi 

(MATTHEW 2 : 1-12) 

-piOW when Jesus was bom in Bethlehem of Judsea in 
JLr the days of Herod the king, behold, Wise-men from 
the east came to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that 
is bom King of the Jews? for we saw his star in the east, 
and are come to worship him. And when Herod the king 
heard it, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And 
gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where the Christ should be bom. 
And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judsea : for thus it is 
written through the prophet, 


And thou Bethlehem, land of Judah, 

Art in no wise least among the princes of Judah: 

For out of thee shall come forth a governor, 

Who shall be shepherd of my people Israel. 

Then Herod privily called the Wise-men, and learned of 
them exactly what time the star appeared. And he sent them 
to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search out exactly concerning 
the young child; and when ye have found him, bring me 
word, that I also may come and worship him. And they, hav- 
ing heard the king, went their way; and lo, the star, which 
they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood 
over where the young child was. And when they saw the star, 
they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And they came into 
the house and saw the young child with Mary his mother; 
and they fell down and worshipped him; and opening their 
treasures they offered unto him gifts, gold and frankincense 
and myrrh. And being warned of God in a dream that 
they should not return to Herod, they departed into their 
own country another way. 


The minister is conducted by the attendant angels to a 
front pew, where he remains seated. Angels go out by the 
way they came. 
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>HE choir begins 49 (Bator, All flr JtattfrfnL From 
each side of the front, six Angels, arranged in the 
order of their height, beginning with the smallest, 
proceed along the side-aisles, singing as they go, in 
concert with the choir and people ; each bears in both hands 
a tall candle, twined with smilax to simulate the carving 
on a candlestick, the flame being at the height of the eyes. 
They move very slowly, about seven pews’ distance apart, 
each one in the right aisle in line with the corresponding 
one in the left aisle, finally joining her at the rear. In pairs 
the angels pass up the central aisle, carefully maintaining 
the same intervals. 

< 0 > 


49 (Eoetr, All f r JTattlffitl 

(Tune, Adeste Fideles) 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

* Born upon earth behold the King of angels; 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord. 


Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye bright hosts of heaven above; 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord. 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to thee be all glory given; 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord. Amen. 

{Latin, c . 17 th Century 
Tr. Frederic Oakeley ) 
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As the first pair approaches the chancel or platform, the 
hymn is changed to <9 littlt Qtatm at fettflripm, sung by 
the choir and congregation, while the following action takes 
place. Two Shepherds remove a screen on the platform 
from before a central group. Mary is kneeling behind 
the manger, facing the congregation; her hands are folded 
in adoration, and she bends toward a light in one end of 
the manger. Joseph, a few feet to her right, leans on a 
staff, looking in the direction of the manger. Two little 
Angels, with smaller lighted candles, kneel, one at each 
end of the manger, facing it. 


< 0 > 

^^4 ACH pair of the approaching Angels goes up the 
steps leading to the group, and kneels with bowed 
heads an instant; they then separate, each angel 
passing to her own side and place. They form a 
broken semicircle — the first ones, the smallest, being sta- 
tioned nearest the congregation, while the last ones ap- 
proach the back of the central group; all face toward the 
manger (see diagram No. 3). 

<s> 


<0 Sttti* Qtaimt of Sttljlrljm 

(Tune, St. Louis or Bethlehem) 

O little town of Bethlehem, 

How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 

9 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



For Christ is born of Mary, 

And, gathered all above, 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love. 

O morning stars* together 
Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the King, 

And peace to men on earth! 

How silently, how silently 
The wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of his heaven. 

No ear may hear his coming; 

But in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive him, still 
The dear Christ enters in. 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, — 

Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 

Our Lord Emmanuel! Amen. 

(. Phillips Brooks , 1868) 

A Lullaby is sung to the Christ-child by one of 
angels, or by all or a part of the choir. 

< 0 > < 0 > 

Atoag in a Hangar 

(Tune, Mueller , or Air by Spilman) 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 

The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, 

The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 

10 
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The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

I love thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky, 

And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. Amen. 

C Martin Luther) 

All sing Sfltttt Ntglft 

Stftnt Niglft! Holfeat fftgljt 

(Tune, Stille Nacht ) 

Silent night! holiest night! 

All is dark save the light 
Yonder where they sweet vigil keep 
O'er the Babe, who in silent sleep, 

Rests in heavenly peace, 

Rests in heavenly peace. 

Silent night! holiest night! 

Darkness flies, all is light; 

Shepherds hear the angels sing; 
u Alleluia! hail the King! 

Christ the Saviour is here, 

Jesus the Saviour is here." 

Silent night! holiest night! 

Guiding Star, lend thy light! 

See the eastern wise men bring 
Gifts and homage to our King! 

Christ the Saviour is here, 

Jesus the Saviour is here. 

Silent night! holiest night! 

Wondrous Star, lend thy light! 

With the angels let us sing 
Alleluia to our King! 

Christ the Saviour is here, 

Jesus the Saviour is here. Amen. 

(Tr. from Joseph Mohr, ISIS) 
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’HE choir sings Wltflt ®fa*pfa*rfaa *atrfari> ®fartr 
Xlatk* fag Nigfat while one angel leaves her sta- 
tion, bows her head before the manger, goes down 
the central aisle, and admits four Shepherds at 
the church-door. Two pairs of angels, slowly following 
her, take stations in the central aisle, one pair near each 
end, each angel facing her companion. When the door- 
keeper-angel, returning, has passed the pair of angels near- 
est the platform, and the shepherds, in single file, are 
between the two pairs, all move forward. The first angel 
and her following pair kneel in adoration at the top of the 
steps, and return to their places. 


< 8 > 

WfU* (Wjppljrrtia ■atrfjrti QHptr JTlorfui bg Ntgift 

(Tune, Noel or Ephratah or Kucken) 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 

All seated on the ground, 

The angel of the Lord came down, 

And glory shone around. 

11 Fear not," said he, for mighty dread 
Had seized their troubled mind; 

“ Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
To you and all mankind." 

Refrain 

“ All glory be to God on high! 

And to the earth be peace! 

Good-will henceforth, from heaven to men, 

Begin, and never cease!" 

“ To you, in David's town, this day 
Is born, of David's line, 

The Saviour, who is Christ the Lord, 

And this shall be the sign: — 

12 
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The heavenly babe you there shall find, 

To human view displayed, 

All meanly wrapped in swaddling bands, 

And in a manger laid.” — Refrain 

Thus spake the seraph, and forthwith 
Appeared a shining throng 
Of angels, praising God, and thus 
Addressed their joyful song: — 

41 All glory be to God on high! 

And to the earth be peace! 

Good-will henceforth, from heaven to men. 

Begin, and never cease!” — Refrain 

( Nahum Tate , 1702) 





>HE music changes to Blp 3Fir«t Nittl, sung by the 
choir and congregation, while the shepherds as- 
cend the steps, one by one, kneel and prostrate 
themselves in Eastern fashion, touching their fore- 
heads to the floor, with arms outstretched. The last one, 
a boy, presents a Lamb, which Joseph receives. They take 
their places at Mary’s right, kneeling inside the semicircle 
of angels (see diagrams Nos. 1 and 3). 

Two shepherds bring a chair to serve as a Throne, 
and place it in front of the manger. Mary rises, followed 
by Joseph, takes the Child (represented by the light and a 
doll) in her arms, goes forward to the chair, accompanied 
by the two little angels, who then kneel beside the chair, 
facing it. Joseph remains standing near by, and a little 
retired. 
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QHp jrtTBt WflH tip Angri Sti Sag 

(Tune, The First Noil) 

The first Noel the angel did say 

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 

On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 

Bom is the King of Israel. 

They looked up and saw a star 
Shining in the east, beyond them far, 

And to the earth it gave great light, 

And so it continued both day and night. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 

Bom is the King of Israel. 

And by the light of that same star, 

Three wise-men came from country far; 

To seek for a king was their intent, 

And to follow the star wherever it went. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 

Bom is the King of Israel. 

This star drew nigh to the northwest, 

O’er Bethlehem it took its rest, 

And there it did both stop and stay, 

Right over the place where Jesus lay. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 

Bom is the King of Israel. 

Then entered in those wise-men three, 

Full reverently upon the knee, 

And offered there, in his presence 
Their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 

Bora is the King of Israel. Amen. 

( Traditional ) 
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>HE men of the choir sing &t QHfm ICfct gn of (Srtettt 
Art, the rest of the choir and the congregation 
joining in the chorus. Meanwhile the doorkeeper- 
angel and three pairs of angels lead in three Kings, 
each followed by an attendant, who holds up the train of 
his long mantle (see diagram No. 2). 


< 0 > < 0 > 


St ICinga at (Khrtatt Ar» 

(Tune, Kings of Orient) 

We three kings of Orient are; 

Bearing gifts we traverse afar 

Field and fountain, moor and mountain, 

Following yonder star. 

Refrain 

O star of wonder, star of night, 

Star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, 

Guide us to thy perfect light. 

Bom a king on Bethlehem's plain, 

Gold I bring to crown him again, 

King forever, ceasing never 
Over us all to reign. — Refrain 

Frankincense to offer have I, 

Incense owns a Deity nigh; 

Prayer and praising all men raising, 

Worship him, God on high. — Refrain 

Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 
Breathes a life of gathering gloom: 

Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 

Sealed in the stone-cold tomb. — Refrain . Amen. 

(. John H. Hopkins . 1862) 
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At the close of four stanzas of the hymn, the doorkeeper- 
angel will have reached the steps, remaining there until the 
choir and congregation begin to sing Ab Wtttf (flabtttBi 
Mm vS (PUL During this time, the kings prostrate them- 
selves in the same manner as the shepherds (each atten- 
dant keeping hold of the mantle, and kneeling behind his 
master), and then present their gifts, which they place at 
Mary’s feet — one his golden crown, one a lighted censer, 
which he first swings before her, and one a small chest 
or box of myrrh — and take their places at Mary’s left, 
kneeling inside the semicircle (see diagram No. 3). 

< 0 > 

Ab attij (SlafruHB Mtn of (Mil 

(Tune, Dix) 

As with gladness men of old 
Did the guiding star behold, 

As with joy they hailed its light, 

Leading onward, beaming bright; 

So, most gracious Lord, may we 
Evermore be led to thee. 

As with joyful steps they sped, 

Saviour, to thy lowly bed, 

There to bend the knee before 
Him whom heaven and earth adore; 

So may we with willing feet 
Ever seek thy mercy-seat. 

As they offered gifts most rare 
At that cradle rude and bare, 

So may we with holy joy, 

Pure and free from sin’s alloy, 

All our costliest treasures bring, 

Christ, to thee, our heavenly King. 

16 
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Holy Jesus, every day 
Keep us in the narrow way; 

And when earthly things are past, 

Bring our ransomed souls at last 
Where they need no star to guide, 

Where no clouds thy glory hide. Amen. 

(William C. Dix , 1860) 

< 0 > 



>HE choir sings Qftpm Bt bet Utmt BHjg QHprmt*, the 
two angels nearest the congregation hand their 
candles to the angels next them, open a white cloth 
(already lying on the floor near one of them), hold 
it near the top of the step, in front of Mary, while children, 
assisted by the minister, come up one by one, and place in 
it toys , 1 designed as gifts for other children. 

The angels with two candles are now standing near, to 
give more light. The angels holding the cloth then remove 
it to one side, take back their candles, and resume their 
positions. 


Qttpra Stint Iran* dtyg Stpronr 

(Tune, Margaret) 

Thou didst leave thy throne 
And thy kingly crown 
When thou earnest to earth for me, 
But in Bethlehem’s home 
Was there found no room 
For thy holy nativity: 

O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
There is room in my heart for thee. 


1 In a small church, there could be used, in place of the children's presenta- 
tion of toys, an offering of money by adults. The two angels, instead of 
holding a cloth, could stand on the steps, or at the foot of them, holding an 
alms-basin between them, while the members of the congregation came up 
singly to put their offering in the basin, being previously notified of this 
arrangement at an earlier service, or before the beginning of the pageant. 
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Heaven’s arches rang 
When the angels sang 
Proclaiming thy royal degree; 

But of lowly birth 
Didst thou come to earth, 

And in great humility: 

O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 

There is room in my heart for thee. 

The foxes found rest, 

And the birds their nest 
In the sjiade of the forest tree; 

But thy couch was the sod, 

O thou Son of God, 

In the deserts of Galilee: 

O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 

There is room in my heart for thee. 

Thou earnest, O Lord, 

With the living word 
That should set thy people free; 

But with mocking scorn, 

And with crown of thorn, 

They bore thee to Calvary: 

O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 

Thy cross is my only plea. 

When heaven’s choirs shall sing, 

And h^r arches ring, 

At thy coming to victory, 

Let thy voice call me home, 

Saying, * Yet there is room, 

There is room at my side for thee 

And my heart shall rejoice, Lord Jesus, 

When thou comest and call’st for me. Amen. 

{Emily E. 5 . EUiott, 1864 ) 
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The choir sings 8ff* jfcmrtm while all kneel, including 
the angels. 


fhmrtttii 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 

Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 

Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. Amen. 

The Benediction is then pronounced by the minister. 


< 0 > 

S LL except angels sing $ark, Angri* 

while the kings, attendants, shepherds, and 
angels leave the platform — a pair of angels pre- 
ceding each king with his attendant and each pair 
of shepherds, the remaining pair closing the procession. 
They pass down the central aisle, and at the rear of the 
church alternate groups turn into the side-aisles, and pass 
out through the exits at the front of the church — or other- 
wise leave by the church-door. Two shepherds, as they 
leave, replace the screen in front of the central group. 
Lights are turned on. 


#ark, Cfj* Angrla fcfttg 

(Tune, Mendelssohn) 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

44 Glory to the new-born King; 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled! ” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With th’ angelic host proclaim, 

44 Christ is born in Bethlehem !” 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

4 ‘.Glory to the new-born King.” 
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Christ, by highest heaven adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord! 

Late in time, behold him come, 

Offspring of the Virgin’s womb; 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 

Hail the incarnate Deity, 

Pleased as man with men to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel! 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“ Glory to the new-born King.” 

Hail, the heaven-bom Prince of Peace! 

Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, 

Risen with healing in his wings; 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

Bom that man no more may die, 

Bom to raise the sons of earth, 

Bom to give them second birth; 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

11 Glory to the new-born King.” Amen. 

{Charles Wesley , 1739 ) 

PropKtfeH 

Candles in the Windows. One candle, about a foot high, 
should be placed in each window, supported by a candlestick 
of any material — glass, wood, brass, etc. 

Lights in the Church. All lights should be turned off as 
soon as the candles in the windows have been lighted, ex- 
cept for so many as will enable the choir to read their music. 

Star. Star-shaped box of tin, like a much-enlarged 
cake-cutter set on edge, the front open except for yellow 
paper pasted over it, the back covered with a dark cloth, 
to keep in the light of the electric bulb placed inside. Or 
a cardboard box, painted black, with a star-shaped hole 
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cut in the bottom, and covered with the yellow paper. 
The opening should be about ten inches across from point 
to point. The star should be placed high upon the wall at 
the back of the central group, not far from the ceiling. The 
wiring should be arranged so that the light can be turned 
on when the minister is reading Matthew 2 : 9. 

Candles for the Angels. These may be large two-foot 
church-candles, or they may be plumbers’ candles elongated 
by means of tubes of stiff white paper or flexible card- 
board. About six inches from the top, there should be a 
saucer to catch the wax. This is made of a circle of card- 
board, about five inches in diameter, with a hole in the 
center the size of the candle. A fence around this, to pre- 
vent the wax from running over, can be made by cutting 
a piece of stiff paper an inch and a half wide, and the length 
of the circle’s circumference, creasing it in the centre length- 
wise, and slashing it irregularly. The crease can be fitted 
to the edge of the cardboard disk, the slashed part, under- 
neath, will fold over, and can be pasted firmly to the under 
side of the disk, keeping the fence upright. Smaller can- 
dles for the little angels. 

Two yards of smilax from a florist, when pulled to pieces, 
is enough to supply twelve candles. It should be wound 
up the candle as far as the disk, to give the effect of the 
carving on a candlestick. As a substitute, twigs of hem- 
lock, or other bits of greenery could be wound on, secured 
by a narrow dark ribbon or cord. 

Evergreen Trees. These are not essential, but could be 
put in the corners of the platform, at the back of the cen- 
tral group, to conceal the organ, or in any place where 
they do not obscure the action from any point in the congre- 
gation. 
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Kneeling-Cushions. Small cushions are advisable, not 
only for marking the stations of the angels, shepherds, 
kings, and attendants, but to make kneeling easier. 

Screen. Plain three-leaf screen of brown or green burlap. 

Platform. A second, smaller platform, about a foot 
high, large enough to hold the central group, should be 
placed on the large platform. 

Manger. A shallow packing-box, raised on short legs 
made of strips of wood, the whole covered with brown cloth. 

Straw. The straw should be visible, catching the light 
at the edge of the manger; a handful or so will be suffi- 
cient. 

A Doll can be used or not, as desired. 

Light in the Manger. Have a strong light, protected by 
a hood like that on a “ gooseneck,” attached to a fixture in 
the church by a long cord. A hand-flashlight is not likely 
to be strong enough. There is a chance that the light may 
become disconnected when Mary takes it up to go forward 
to the throne. A long cord is necessary, and Joseph should 
be ready to disentangle it. 

Gifts of the Kings. The crown can be made of card- 
board, covered with gilt paper or paint, and decorated with 
gilt cord or braid. Cheap pins, with large glass jewels, are 
easily fastened to the cardboard. 

The censer can either be borrowed, or improvised from a 
brass bowl, in which is set an iron cup or dish to hold the 
coals. A special charcoal for this purpose, which can be 
ignited at a gas-jet, is sold by church-supply houses, as is 
the incense; but coals from the stove or furnace, or the 
sticks of punk used for Japanese handwarmers, are possible 
substitutes. The bowl can be hung from chains, or carried 
as a brazier on a tray. Incense should be put on just as the 
king starts up the aisle. An ounce or two is sufficient. 
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The myrrh-box. This can be a small chest, or a covered 
bowl of brass or wood, painted with gold and colors. A 
cardboard box of suitable proportions can be used, covered 
with gilt paper. 

The Lamb. This can be made of white wool eiderdown 
or cotton flannel, cut according to a pattern issued by The 
Ladies' Home Journal . The legs and tail should be cut 
twice as long as the pattern, which has the proportions of 
a sheep, rather than of a lamb. 

Shepherds 9 Crooks. These may be borrowed, or spe- 
cially made. 

Spotlight. Since the candles of the angels do not give 
enough light to reveal the richness of the final tableau, it 
might be well to have a strong light thrown from the rear 
or side of the church on the central group, kings, and shep- 
herds, during the singing of the Sanctus. 

Chair as Throne. A carved church-chair, or a good-sized 
plain armchair, covered with drapery of some rich material. 

White Cloth. A sheet will serve the purpose. 

Staff. For Joseph — five or six feet tall. 


< 0 > <$> 


(CoHtutt»a 

HE costuming and grouping should give somewhat 
m the effect of an old Italian painting of the Nativity, 
rather than keep strictly to historically Eastern 
styles. The colors should be soft and rich, and the 
materials heavy enough to fall in graceful folds. Two sorts 
of Eastern headdress can be used: one, the turban, a soft 
scarf wound tight around the head; the other, a piece of 
cloth draped, in Arab fashion, over the head and shoulders, 
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and confined by a narrow band or cord round the crown. 
The costumes need not be finished with great care, as the 
light is not sufficient to reveal details. Employ safety- 
pins, rather than sewing. 

Mary. Long robe of old-blue cotton crfipe over a white 
underdress. On her head a white veil, with a long piece 
of the old-blue material draped over it, just a narrow edge 
of white remaining visible. 

Joseph. Long tunic of white cotton cloth, with wide 
colored girdle. Dark-red cloak, either plaid or striped. 
Arab headdress of white, with yellow band. Beard. Tall 
staff. 

Angels. Long, straight, full robes of white cheesecloth, 
with angel sleeves, worn over nightdresses. Flowing hair. 
Narrow white ribbon round the crown of the head. No 
wings or tinsel. Candles (see Properties). 

Shepherds. Tunics of dark colors, to the knee. Leg- 
gings, made of strips of brown cambric, wound round the 
feet, and up to the knees. Cloaks of soft materials, either 
striped or plain, or in imitation of sheepskin. Eastern 
headdresses of different colors. Crooks for the three men 
to carry, the lamb for the boy (see Properties). 

Kings. Long tunics. Mantles, fastened over the shoul- 
ders, the ends held up by the attendants. Turbans, or 
Arab headdresses, draped with strings of beads, or with 
jeweled bands. The kings’ robes can be improvised from 
old draperies, scarfs, shawls, and any odds and ends of rich- 
looking material. A velour curtain makes a good mantle, 
for instance. Each king should wear a predominant color, 
such as blue, red, or gold. Their ornaments should be 
large and showy. Gifts (see Properties). 
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Kings’ Attendants. Tunics of rich-looking stuffs, to the 
knee. Dark stockings, without shoes. Eastern head- 
dresses. A few jewels. 




Mmit 



>HE choir may be seated on the main floor, at the 
rear, if there is no loft, and will lead all the sing- 
ing. The hymns are chosen because of their famil- 
iarity; they are designed to interpret the action, 
making speaking parts unnecessary. The angels may sing 
© (Horn, AU fl* JTattiffitl and &U*n! Nigljt The congre- 
gation, including the church-school, may sing all the music 
except the Ksdlabg, the and the stanzas of Wt 

Qttfm King* nf ©rfrttt Art. 

One person should be stationed in concealment near the 
organ, in such a position that she can watch the action. 
She is to direct the organist when to change from one hymn 
to another, according to the point that the action ha3 
reached. The following list is for her guidance: 

Church school enters — soft music. 


Angels light candles — soft music continued. 

Pause while minister reads Gospel. 

When attendant angels are well out of sight, begin 
© (Sum?, AU fl* JTatilffttL Continue until first angels 
reach the platform-steps. 

Begin © Kittl* ®mmt of SftlflrlftttL Continue until an- 
gels are all in their places, and a little longer. 

Begin CttUabg. 

Begin Jftglft — play to end. 

Begin WltfL t Mppiftrite WuXtfyb Qttfrfr JKorfeo Sg Wight 
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Continue until shepherds have reached the steps. Then 
begin QHp Jftrjot NoeL Continue until the chair has been 
placed for Mary, and she has seated herself in it. 

Begin Sr Qtym If tags of (Detent Are. Continue for four 
stanzas. 

Begin An (Slahnraa JBett nf ®li>. Use this and 
QHfira Stout Heart* Qttfg Qtyrane to continue through presen- 
tation of gifts by kings and children. 

Begin Satutua. 

Pause for benediction. 

Begin Sark, Hire $rrato Angela fMng. Continue until 
all have disappeared. 





SWjrarflalfl 

>HE fact that there are no speaking parts makes the 
matter of rehearsals quite simple. The first per- 
formance of the pageant was given after one eve- 
ning of rehearsing the whole cast (in costume) with 
the choir, and another one for the angels alone. More 
may be advisable, but the fewer the better. 

It seems best not to have children take any but their 
appropriate parts — the two little angels being girls of 
about eight, the shepherd boy and the kings’ attendants 
eight to fourteen. Girls of fifteen or over may have the 
part of angels, and men of all ages the parts of kings and 
shepherds. The parts should, of course, be assigned with 
great care. In a small church, the kings’ attendants and 
some of the angels could be omitted. 

The angels should be carefully drilled in the proper 
method of carrying their candles — the right hand just 
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below the disk, the left six inches or so from the bottom — 
and in moving slowly and in unison, especially in ascend- 
ing the steps, kneeling, and bowing their heads, and in 
keeping accurate spacing in the aisles and in the semicircle. 
If there are no entrances to the church at the front, the 
angels must approach from the back. If there is only one 
door at the front, the angels would appear there and imme- 
diately separate, one going to each side-aisle. The one in 
the aisle nearest the doorway must then wait until the other 
has reached the end of her aisle, so that both can advance 
in line. 

When the kings are being led in from the door, care 
should be taken that the pair of angels behind a king and 
his attendant should stand apart, at the foot of the steps, 
in order not to obscure the congregation’s view of the king 
as he ascends the steps and prostrates himself. 

The rehearsals, as well as the pageant itself, should be 
conducted in an atmosphere of the utmost dignity, quiet, 
and reverence. Only so can the pageant become an act of 
worship. 

< 0 > < 0 > 
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YartatUma in tty? jKiiHffttl 

By Pearl G. Winchester 

B ECAUSE the framework of the pageant is con- 
structed entirely of materials from the Gospel 
story, it lends itself readily to a wide variety of 
treatment in detail, the atmosphere being largely 
determined by the selections which make up the musical 
parts of the program. In one church, where it has been 
used for four successive years, the original charm and im- 
pressiveness have been preserved, and at the same time 
new interest awakened, by recasting the parts and pro- 
viding fresh musical features each year. The opportunity 
to take part in the action comes to be regarded more and 
more as a special privilege, while each year brings ac- 
quaintance with lovely carols, ancient and modern, hith- 
erto unknown. Thus a large and increasing repertoire is 
gradually being acquired by the young people, and associ- 
ated in their minds with the action of the pageant. 

< 0 > 

O NE year, a double quartette, screened from view 
behind a clump of evergreens, sang the greater 
part of John E. West’s cantata, 44 The Story of 
Bethlehem.” This was introduced immediately 
following the reading of the Gospel story by the minister. 
Four numbers were sung before the angel-procession entered, 
as follows: 44 Bethlehem, O Bethlehem”; 44 O’er Salem’s 
Towers and Zion’s Steep”; 44 O Lonely Watchers”; 44 A 
Light from the Land Immortal.” Near the close of the 
last chorus, with the words, 

And lo, with the radiant angel 
Is seen an immortal throng, 
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the angel-procession entered. The next number of the 
cantata, a brief recitative, 44 Let us now go even unto 
Bethlehem/’ leads by a thrilling modulation into the hymn, 
44 O Come, all ye Faithful,” and the weaving of the candle- 
procession into the frame of light about the group on the 
platform became a moment of great dramatic intensity. 

Then follows an appealing Allegretto Pastorale , a lullaby 
for a pure soprano. The action moves on through the fol- 
lowing numbers: 44 And the Shepherds made known the 
Story”; 44 Now o’er the Plain at Break of Day”; 44 Shep- 
herds of Bethlehem, Rejoice! ” 

At this point the music of the cantata was laid aside, and 
the traditional 44 We Three Kings of Orient Are ” accom- 
panied the entry of the wise-men. 

44 Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne ” gave opportunity for 
the children’s offering for missions. 

Returning to the music of the cantata, the next chorus, 
44 Rejoice, rejoice, ye Nations,” took the place of the 
44 Sanctus,” and at the words, 44 Ye kings of earthly splen- 
dor, his mighty words confess,” the group on the platform 
knelt. A solo or semi-chorus, 44 Ye sad and heavy-laden,’ 
was the signal for a number of participants, representing 
many picturesquely costumed nationalities, to approach 
the platform, and take kneeling positions in front of the 
central group, but on the floor instead of the platform, so as 
not to conceal it. 

The benediction followed the close of the cantata, and 
44 Hark, the Herald Angels ” accompanied the recessional 
of the angels. 

This made a beautiful musical service, but left only four 
carols in which the entire congregation could participate. 
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)HE following year Christmas Day came on Sunday, 
and a new program was planned, suggested by Long- 
fellow's poem, 4 4 I Heard the Bells on Christmas 
Day.” The service began with the ringing of the 
church-bell. Then the Pastoral symphony from the 
44 Messiah ” was played by organ and violin. Following 
this, and during the lighting of the candles, sweet-toned 
orchestra-bells played softly from the gallery a number of 
familiar carols. The ethereal quality of the bells in the 
dim candlelight produced an effect indescribably beautiful. 
The carols played were the following: 


Silent Night 

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 
Joy to the World 

0 Come, all ye Faithful 
Once in Royal David's City 
We Three Kings of Orient Are 
All my Heart this Night Rejoices 

1 Heard the Bells on Christmas Day 


Following the playing of the carols, the choir sang, in an 
adjoining room and unaccompanied, three stanzas of the 
last carol, 44 I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.” The 
choir then entered the church, and from their places in the 
choir-loft sang , 44 All this Night my Heart Rejoices.” Then 
came the angel-processional, the choir singing, 44 Angels 
from the Realms of Glory.” This was followed by the 
hymn, 44 O Come, all ye Faithful,” and the carol, 44 O Little 
Town of Bethlehem.” A beautiful Haytian Lullaby, 
* 4 Jesu ” (arranged by Clarence Dickinson, and published 
in the pageant, 44 The Prince of Peace,” by Dickinson and 
Coffin), was sung by the one taking the part of Mary. 
Then, in due order, 44 Silent Night,” 44 Shepherds, Now 
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Go We to Yon Fair Bethlehem Town ” (an Austrian folk- 
song, also arranged by Clarence Dickinson), “ We Three 
Kings,” “ As With Gladness,” “ Thou Didst Leave Thy 
Throne,” and “ O Holy Night, the Stars are Softly Beam- 
ing,” by Adolphe Adam. 

During the last chorus, at the words, 44 Fall on your 
knees!” the group upon the platform knelt in reverent 
attitudes. Then followed the benediction and recessional, 
with the singing of the carol, 44 Hark, the Herald Angels!” 

In this rendition of the pageant, the tableau at the man- 
ger remained throughout the program, instead of changing 
to the large chair. The removable top of an East Indian 
tabouret, made of hammered brass, was suspended just 
behind Mary’s head against a background of evergreen. 
The effect in the candlelight was of a beautiful halo, such 
as is depicted in some paintings. 
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